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'The building [elongs rigltt there, [l the stunnirgly tulquoise Garilbean $0e.' - s.rsu scsura aroilricl

ln Playa del Carmen, El Tai hrings bit of Bali while blending in
an*hd--* t"D ,+:.

By Laura 0el Rosso

I Taj Oceanfront, the
latest luxury vacation
condominium com-
plex in Playa del Car-
men on the Caribbean
coast of Quintana Roo

state, is scheduled to
open in late lanuary.

It is the fifth such project by developer
Jack Perlman, an American who has been
based in Playa del Carmen for 15 years.
Perlman has built four small condominium
complexes with 100 units. They are Villas
Sacbe, Porto Pla1a, Maya Villa and El Taj
Beachside.

They are marketed under the Condo
Hotels Playa del Carmen brand and are
located within steps of each other on a

stretch of white-sand Caribbean beach in
Quintana Roo state. All offer hotel ameni
ties, including a 24-hour flont desk, daily
maid renice, restaurant, airport transfers
and fitness center.

El Taj on tap
The newest addition to the group, the

41-unit El'Iaj Oceanfront, is scheduied for
a soft opening lan, 28 and an ofiicial grand
opening the second week of February,

It was designed by Sergio Segura, a well-
knom Menican architect who lives in Playa

del Carmen and was the designer ofthe o&-
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er Condo Hotels properties,

According to Segrrra, the El Taj Ocean-
front was designed with a Balinese theme
that blends with the local landscape.

'The white colors, lush vegetation,
wooden artiftcts, four-floor height [adher-
ing to the height restrictions of the regionl
and thatched roofs give a feeling that the
building belongs right there, by the stm-
ningly turquoise Caribbean sea, on a sug-
ary white-sand beach, blending in with
Mexican palapas seen everlvhere on the
horizon," Segura said. "Soft crrves of the
building seern to imitate the rhythm of the
waves and the tranquil, peaceftrl environ-

ment that surrounds it,"
The landscaping and decor features Ba-

linese fountains, statues and art. Wooden
palm columns lend structural support
for the buildings, which are made of local
wood and stone.

Pooling resources
In the center of its courtyard and fac-

ing the beach lies the Therapeutic Aqua
Spa lounge, an outdoor deck area with self-
operated massage chairs. The property has

two swimming pools, one an infinity pool
with large whir$ool tub and the other a
larger, oceanfront pool that is part of the
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group's beach club. The latt€r is open to
guests at all five Condo Hotels properties.

The interiors of the one-, two- and
three-bedroom condominiums also were

designed with a Balinese theme, The walls
are decorated with authentic masks and
paintings from the Indonesian island.

Each unit features private teraces; ma-r-

ble countertops in kitchens and bathrooms;
high-end appliances; hurricane-resistant
windows; whirlpool tubs; and private, out-
door showers.

The property's fitness center was de-
signed by Vito Errico, the fouuder of the
Equinox fitness club chain in &e U.S. There

will also be two restaurants, a scuta shop, a

New York-sryIe deli and, scheduied to open

later, a spa.

Rates start at $265 per night per condo.
Visit www.eltaj.net,

Palace Resorts, Le Blanc up agent outreaeh
By Laura Del Rosso

alace Resorts and Le

Blanc Spa Resort are of-
fering higher bonus com-

missions and a new web-

site for agents to book
Yacations online. Agents who sign

up on the new Palaceresorts.com/

travelagents site receive a private
log-in and personal profile that
tracks and records reservations
and provides platforms to create

new bookings.
Agents can book land-only stays, which

pay 120lo commission, and packages, rvhich
pay 100/o commission.

The booking site's technology enables

agents to search for specificbooking param-

eters, choose desired airfare itineraries, add
promotional offers, learn more about each

hotel and room category without exiting
the site and email price and itineraryquotes
to clients for approlal trefore 6nal booking.

Meanwhile, Palace Resorts and Le Blanc
Spa Resort enhanced their Travel Agent
Bonus Commission Program to offer an
incremental bonus commission for direct
Lrookings and bookings made through
wholesalers or GDSs with an earning po-
teatial of up to $1,250 for every l0 rooms
t'ooked.

Agents who book at any of the t2 Palace

Resorts or Le Blanc Spa Resort with indi-
vidual stays for three or four nights receive
a $50 bonus commission per room; agents
who book individual stays for five to six
nights receive a $75 bonus ommission per

mom; and those who book individul stays

for seven nights or more receive a $100 bo-
nus commission per room.

For every combined 10 rooms booked

within one calendar year at Palace Resorts

and Le Blanc Spa Resort, agents receive

an additional $250 bonus. The per-room
incentive and $250 bonus is rewarded for
every additional l0 rooms trooked, Bonus
commissions ate also available with group
bookings.

From Mosn to Hard Roek

In other news, Palace Rfsorts and Hard
Rock Intemational announced that the all-
inclusive Moon Palace Casino, Golf & Spa

Resort, which just opened in Punta Cana,

Dominican Republic, will be rebranded
as the Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in the
spring.

The 1,800-room property, set on 121

acres on Macao Beach, is Palace Resorts'
first in the D,R. and boasts 11 restaurants
and 12 bars. It also is home to one of the
largest casinos in the Caribbean, with more
than 48.000 square feet of gaming space

and a high-limit poker room, VIP lounge
and Race and Sports Book, in addition to
457 slots and 40 tat{€s.

For more, see wwpalaceresorts.com
and w.har&ockhotels.com.
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