
W
qffiffi

=df r'

&tril'
,$*l .

.ht'-'
.-Sffi,-,,:l:';

&.
::
=:,
==::=

%
rFi?**re
::T F
ltr=,3
re3.,8
FG
t€$

w yucatan delight w
i, ri:r;i:!*:t

Client:
Playa Associates,
Playa del Carmen, Mexico

Architect:
Segura & Schreiber S.C.,

Playa del Carmen, Mexico

Contractor:
Aventuras Arquitectura y

Diseno S.A.,

Puerto Aventuras, Mexico

Bati meets the Yucatan in the rich bathroom of
one of the El Taj units. The walls are a Mexican

limestone known as Crema Maya, while the
countertops are a Marmol Emperador from
lndonesia. The vessel sinks in some of the units

also come from Bali. (All photos courtesy Playa

Associates)
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PLAYA DEL CARMEN,
Mexico _ For rnarty pe ople , the
opporrttttilt to r isir rr lb|eign cotttttt't is

the adventure of l lifbtirne . Here, \'ou
gct tu'o-for one ... and thrt inclucles
the stone.

The inpossible of being in nvo
places at once meets l"'ith realiw with
thc Piavtr del Carmcn blsecl Pla1,a

Associatcs' ne\vest corrdo-1-rote1, thc El
T"j Oce arrfiont, r,l'rich opcned ir.r

Februarl,. Nthough located a short
drir.e don'n the betrch fi'on-r Cancr-rn on
Merieo's C.rriblterrn, tlte resort orlcs its
greatest influence to another seaside

paradise - Bali.
Helping to pull it all together and

providing that extrtr touch of luxur\,
gucsts demand: natur:rl stone from
Lrotlr Mcrico lrrJ lrrdortesi.t.

wrglrMsrai'*rufqre
EI Taj Oceanlront -the eutire

Pla1,n A556c'ntcs complex, in fhct - is a
labor of love and a testiurcnt to Ltnclcr-

standing bctu,een dcveloper lack

Perlmrn and architect Scrgio Segur
Perlmtrn. a Neu' Yorh native

hasn't left Plala sincc being strar
drcre more than 15 \'errs ago) rcl.r

committed through dre dcvclopr
of fbur pro,iously built luxur\, cor

nriniLrrrr cornplcrcs to tldtrtairrirtg
town's charm as a small finishing vi
u'hile stabilizing its tor.rrist economv,

To help do th'.rt, he l-rired Seg

trn au'ard-wir-rning dcsigner and a 1

ner in Segura and Schreibcr S.C.
Segura explains that he u':rs rv

ing for tl're lirrn that constru
Perlman's first builcling effbrt in Pl

"N11, aotttpon,v sr-rggestecl th
come and meet |tlck Perlman,"
Segr-rra. "Shortly aftcr that, n'e sta

doir-rg our first builcling."
Until tl-rat tirr-re, the arcl-ritect

mlinl1, sprecialized in desig.
sirrgle-l)rnilr rcsidcrrtial trrrits. p.ir
Iarl,v rveekcr-rd villas.

"But, I hacl allr,'a1,s lr.antecl tc

sometl-ring right r-rext to the sea) t1nd

ald I nratch each othcr n'e11," he sa\

Contiruttd on pn,
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The locally quarried Crema Maya provides a feeling that's light and spacious to the living areas of the units, while the lYarmol Emperador lends additional
elegance to the kitchen countertops (below).
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ltnclerst.rLrcl tl're stlle lre s rurts :rncl the
liincl of l'orl< he \\,rurts to c1tr. I kl,c ciring
thrs. \\rc \\'ork likc r reillh' s.oocl tc;.-u-r-r."-I'hrt's goocl, t-rccrrr-rsc Segura slt,s
Pct'lr"lrrrtr is vcrl, r'tlLrclt hirrcls on uith
his pr'ojccts.

"He tclls nrc \\.1)at hc \\'rrnts .ltcl
whrrt hc nccds, rnd I it-rtcrplet thet,"

thc erchitcct says. "I prescrlt hint uith
mv icleirs antl lftcr ple nn' of cliscussion
\\c .tqt'!'c ('n \()l)lcllting \r'l \, \'e t'\ nir'(.
I clo thc irrchltectllre rrncl the fiurction-
llitr', rrrcl hc puts in rr r,ery good
anr()Llllt ol trrste irnc1 cltthlrsii1sm.

"Hc'r .rlrr.l\\ Jt lltr' coDrlt'ttr'tion
sitc tlhing c:rre of cr,clr. dctlil," SeqLrr;r

lclcls. "Hc hclps r lot."
T1-rc stt'lc Pcrlm,tn ciesircs is, srrvs

SeerLL;r, .r r-uriclr-rc ()11e. He cllls it "r'cn'
spcciirl for this placc," although it's
explessccl sligl-rtlv rlifte lcntlv in c;rch of
the projccts.

"For erln-tplc, thc tr,Irrr';r \/illa is a

littlc more tr,Iar.arr in its finis]-rcs irncl in
its cletrils," l-rc sat.s. " I he lrl 'l'rrj

Bcrrcl'rsicjc rrncl no\\' thc ljl -l'ai

C)ccrrnfiont rrlc brrsicallr. thc saltc stvle.
httl llt.'r't .tlc litrl. ditlcr.rrccs ill sr)luc
of the dctails rrncl in tlreir smallcr clcco-
rations, rrlthougir both feel Asiln."

Pcrlnrur, uto's rcs;rorrsiblc fbr the
c16cor, brouuht nrrury ot'thc firish ruttcle s,

sllch as ltLrr-ritnre rrnd lisl-rt fixturcs, fior-r-t

Itttl,'ttcsi.t,.trr.l tlr.'n\r) r'r)('n s(c.r tr( in
benr.cen the locrrl Nlcrican matcrix-ls .Jncl

thosc fr-<;n.r the othcr siclc of thc globc.
"If vou go prrrallcl to thc cc'lllirtor,

vor,r irncl mirn\' plirces r'u'ounr1 thc li'orld
u'ltcre thev halc the si11e llnisfies
antl thc sur-rc culturc u lilc sharins n-l'Jrl.
tl-rings ir-r lrchite cturc bccrir-rsc it's the
silnrc \\"eathcr)1' sirYs Segllrir. "Aftcr tltoLt
sl-tnds ol t.errrs, thct. bcconre sotnetvhal
thc sirnrc."

Still, the El Ta1 Occufi-ont rilsr.r

borron's hclviit, fion its on'n localc.
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"We found just about everything
-e here in N{exico," thc architect savs.

- -re design is a nicc rnix of a Mexican
-:chside building st,vle trnd a ver\!
: r' Plar.a del Carmen str,le. It retrlh,
- ongs to this citl, ancl this place."

ality is an intcrgral part r

:lman projccts, and that certainl.v

-,udes thc appearance of the projects
rside and out. Segllra sa,vs that man
.ts itself in tn'o n'avs: r,isitors to the
,.n often stop to take photos, u.l-rile
,sc u'ho \.xcation in thc luxun con-
. har.c a high return rirte .

He aclds thlt his clesign str,le isn't
i that's necessarilt' popular arnong
, fbllou' :rrchitects at thc moment.
--c of his goals is to provide r.isitors
-i-r somethir-rg he describes as "r'er--v

l :et" in a look tl-rlt thev're not going
tL .ee else'nr'herc.

"We Llsc a lot of curves and we use
,t of stonc)" Scgura savs. "Of course,

l,ural materials lre much better tbr
L- rran beings Lrecause ],oLr hayc the
:;-ing of nrtufe."

Althor.rgh the exterior of thc El Taj
.r paintecl pltrster firirlr, wpical of

r-'rican architecture) the building sits

-\,lcxican bl:rck Cantera stonc, rvhicl'r

is also ir-rcorporatecl iuto thc flrst-floor
balconics of thc fbur-story br-rild ng.

"Wc uscd stone in the basc. u'hich
is about 3' high," Segura cxplait-ts. "lt
makcs the building look r.rot tl-rat tell.
We dicln't \\'ant to havc a tall building,
so it looks like it has a bascr-ttent."

Nor is tl'rat the on1,v cxterior use of
sto:t e .

"!Ve har,e a slatc that lach brought

fl-om Bali that u'c use fbr somc of thc
dctails on the extcrior," he sa\rs. "For
instancc, lr.c'r,c uscd it to mirkc hunttltt
faces and fiir otl-rer decoration."

Nor is dre nse of stonc lin-ritecl to the
\iertic:1l snrfaces on the exterior.
A local stone called Mannol Aticlto is

nsecl on the terraces. Segura says the fin
isl'r is such that it's not slippcry when u'ct.

IrrsiJc tlrc ilp.irtrnclrt is .l

The exterior terraces feature a locally produced limestone called Marmol Aticato, which provides much

the same neutral color palette as the interior stones. lt's finished with a non-slip surface that's essential

for safety during the rainy season.
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On some of the interiorwalls, a local fossil stone provides both color and decoration, as well as durabil 1-
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similar-looking stone) a crcaln-coiorecl
limcstone knou'u as Cremx Mlva.

"It's really like a soft nrilrble, and

it's ver\, local - f}om the pcninsula ot

Yucatart," strrrs thc architect. "\\t'r c

tised tl-rat in all thc b'.rthrooms, both tirr
the floors and thc u'alls of tl-re shon'crs.

l{orvo'er. for (some ot] the shori'ct's-

:-ta i.,.O:: lrc e bl;icli riYerstotre atlout
::r: . zc of sn-rall c,9-9s."

Scg'rr,r crplatrts that tl're riverstotle
..:,-,-'.ics i1 n.ullrtl fecling that's trcrv
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a blacl<others are done in

hcalthr, firr pcoplc's fcet, :rnc1 lcts
llmost like a massagc.

The samc crcirm/beige color

pirlette shon's up asrin in somc of the
beclroorls end in parts olthc br-rilcling,s
centr:ll pltio, r,r'it.h irnother local line

stonc retclled to rrs iirssil stonc Lrecause
oi the sca crcatLrrcs inrbcclclecl ir.r it.

"-\girin, it's ;1 \rcr\r nice, soft

parallign
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The GORILLA GRIP utilizes an electric
vacuum pump lhat provides for an extremely
powedul and consistent attachment to lhe
stone, releasing only when yoil wani it to.
Slightly porous tops have litile effect on the
GORILLA GRIP. Our new cam adjusters
allow your installers to level the seam
perfectly, including tops with a slight crown.
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stonc," he sa1's' "It's used rnainiy as a

decoration, but it's not slippery and the

color is similar. It just provides a very
good fceling."

()thcr than thc dccorative slate on

the exterior of the building, the only
other pi:rcc tlre I ndorresirn stollc
rppears is in tlrc sinl<s and cotllltcrtops'
' ' *We trscd Marmol EmPcrador fior

the countertops in the kitchens and bath-

rooms," Segura explains. "The bath-

room sinks are made of stotre from Bali,

while some of the odrer sinks and the

light fixtures are made of on1x, which is

biautiful. All the stone is done in a

leather finish. so tl-re fbeling is very nice'"
In all his stone selections, Segura

adds that developer Perlman rvas look-
ing fbr something beautifirl and natural'

"The Mexican stone is not that

expensive, but it's very beautiful," he

says. "lrt Brrli, rhcy hlrc milcs of spaccs

*here people are uorkirtg rvitlt stotte'

In this ."t., it \vas a \rery good place for
buying, but it also matches very r'vell

u'ith our Caribbean stYle."

finding people to build to Perlman's

requiridqualiry rvas also critical.
"We started building in the middle

of 2008 and finished in December,"
sa)rs the architect' "Finding the labor to
do the work has been very important'
Particularly u'ith the stone ) we

sometimes had to teach them a little
bit. Or, it u'ould break and we'd have

to do ii again until r've'd get the high
qualiry we want."- 

Aventuras Arquitectura y Diseno, a

design/build firm from Puerto
Aveituras, Mexico, lvas hired as the

general contractor for the project'- Ana Enriquez, an architect r'vith

the firm, says that, as with Segura, its

bachground is mainly in doing residen-

tial projects - homes and apartments -
but,^"We're among the lcading builders

around here ."
One of its biggest projects: the main

concept fbr tho non-Segura designed

Puerto Aventuras.
l{owever, she adds that thc linl

was particularly pleased to be hired to
'nvo.li ott a Segura-designed project'

"sergio is a good architect,"
Enriquez says. "We u'ere glad to 19rk
rvith him because of the quality of his

designs."

At the same time, she saYs the

timeframe, plus the quality of construc-
tion de manded bY Perlman were
challenges, as was training the con-

struction crews to match the Bali look
r'vith the locally produced materials,

such as the stone.
FIolever, in the end, Enriquez

says El Taj Oceanfront eniranced the

reputation of her firm and, "We lvgyld
like to do more things rvith Sergio'"

Segura says the end result rvas def:

initely ;orth the extra supervision the

iob cntailed.' 
"Wc rcally had to sPcnd the tinrc

doing the supervision to get the best

qualiiies fbr tle job," he says. "And, at

the end of the day' our replltatlon IS

verl, important."-Thit, 
and a haPPY client, and the

architect adds that Perlman often stops

bv his olhce to thank him for the fin-
ished project.

"For- all of us, it was a matter of
teamuork," Segura concludes. "We're
ven- ;rroud of this btlilding bccause it's
unique, even in Pltrl'a del Carmen'
People here like it because it represents

the Plava del Carmen style. It's some-

tl-ring r.ery special, reallY'" I\Mrile finding the right stones to
r-rse fbr the project \\ras an important
part of the El Taj Oceanfront equation,
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flat edges frem 1 to 5 cm thickness

NORTH AMERICA SALEg DIVISION
Office ?48 853 SCf,il

qpA

uf,
Tg
ut
\,
ct
E
o
E
It

I

$teve Clllick 248 3S0 lE24 ' steve8mar$!-na'con'l
Nirk McEonald a48 S04 630E - njckpffiarrro-nd'cor*

40 t npntL zolo


	Stone business page 1
	Stone business page 2
	Stone business page 3
	Stone business page 4
	Stone business Page 5
	Stone business Page 6

