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By Lynne Leonard

A short drive from Cancun lays

the picturesque village of Playa

del Carmen.

Once home to local fishermen, this waterfront
community has become a sanctuary for the
rich and famous. Dance clubs and restaurants
from elegant to eclectic are a short walk from
the beach. Awaiting your discovery are The
Condo Hotels (condohotelsplaydelcarmen).
com) created by noted New York developer,
Jack Pearlman. These properties located

in the heart of Playa del Carmen feature
creative architectural elements and dramatic
landscaping.

The El Taj displaying a Bali and Tahitian
theme provides an exotic backdrop for your
wedding or honeymoon, Thatched roof top
balconies overlook the turquoise Caribbean
Sea, Luxuriously landscaped and appointed
with stylish, contemporary furnishings,

this hotel is frequently reserved for intimate
ceremonies and parties. The view from El

Taj will awe your guests and consummate
your marriage in a spiritual way. For beach
wedt{mgs, groups to 300 guests may be
accommodated. Matching the bride with a
local planner is recommended as the wedding
professionals can create a private or elaborate

event to occur on any day of the week.

The El Taj Beachside or the Port Playa will be
a terrific choice for a tropical garden wedding.
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I Taj Beach Club

Waterfalls and lush tropical flowers and foliage
can backdrop your festivities. Concierges
available daily at all of Condo Hotels will book
excursions for the bride and groom or the
entire wedding ensemble.

Request a day trip to Xel-Ha (xelha.com) or
Punta Venado. Xel-Ha, all inclusive natural
aquarium exhibits acres of entertainment.
Tube or snorkel the waterways passing
through natural mangrove tunnels. Punta
Venada isa bit more private for similar
experiences with the inclusion of horseback
riding and ATV trips through their rugged
jungle trails. A trip to Rio Secreto to hike
and swim an underground river flowing
through an extensive network of caves is an
exceptional tour that can be both calming and
exhilarating,

One of the essential day trips to consider is
touring Tulum. Absorbing the sophisticated
Mayan culture should not be missed by any
visitor to the Rivera Maya. Guided tours
enlighten visitors about these talented
ancients whose temples and dwellings are still
standing and overlooking one of the area’s
most magnificent beaches. The study of the
Mayan's advancements in science, writing, and

Jacuzzi

engineering impresses visitors from around

the world.

First-rate restaurants, coffee shops and dessert
cafes complement a Play del Carmen shopping
experience. Mosquito Blue offers sidewalk
seating where diners can be pampered

with delectable food while street musicians
entertain them. Try Yaxche for traditional
Mayan cuisine. Dine at La Cueva del Chango
for a superior fresh breakfast or natural
Mexican lunch or dinner. A babbling brook
and a turtle pond found under the trees set the

stage for the cozy outdoor seating,

Playa del Carmen attracts the young at heart.
Couples seeking romance, adventure and
relaxation are accommodated, pampered, and
respected by the seasoned professionals in this
Mexican village. Accessibility and affordability
are other key elements to consider when
choosing Playa del Carmen for a wedding

or honeymoon. Jack Pearlman’s Condo

Hotels provide a unique alternative from the
grandiose all inclusive properties. Consider
their proposal when planning a seaside

destination wedding,
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