


Ongoing trends and spiffy new products paint a pretty picture for 2010.

sarah muffoz

lf we've learned anything this year, it's that Mexico's tourism machine is

unstoppable. We're not just talking about its rosy positivism, grounded

in whaiever reality it faces each day, but in its millions upon millions of

r:tourism industry workers who took a hit in 2009 and still greet us with

nothing but genuine warmth each time we show up-not to mention

the millions upon millions of pesos, euros, dollars and oiher currency

still pouring into its multiple destinations.

Mexico's heart, coupled with old{ashioned determination, is setting

the stage for fireworks in 2010. Properties are tweaking and adding,

cities and towns are primping and there is many an ear stuck to the

ground, listening to what travelers want. We're seeing a few trends

that continue to bloom with better amenities and enhanced offers for

visitors of all budgets. Here's a sneak peek at what's happening and

what's coming for Mexico.

1. all-inclusives will go for gold
One thing we all learned in 2009 is the value of our hard-earned money,

and nothing speaks to a tight wallet better than all-inclusives. One of

Mexico's latest comes courtesy of AMResorts. Dreams Riviera Can-
cun, which opened in October, features 486 octagon-shaped guest-

rooms and suites with jacuzzis, as well as shimmering pools and all

the Dreams trademarks: Dreams Spa by Pevonia,lhe Unlimited Luxury

program, a wide anay of gourmet dining options and apacked Explor

er's Club for kids complete with climbing wall and Wiis, supervised by

Red Cross-certified staff.

"American vacationers are asking for more of this kind of luxury-an
affordable, all-inclusive product-and AMResorts hits the mark. The

new Dreams Riviera Cancun is a huge hit already after being open for
just four weeks [as of press time]," says Tim Mullen, Apple Vacation's

senior v.p., adding that Apple is looking forward to the new Zodtry
Casa del Mar Los Cabos and those coming up in Punta Cana and

Cap Cana.

ZoeIry Casa del Mar Los Cabos opens this month as a boutiquey,

42-suite (huge ones) beachfront hotel right by the beach with jacuzzis

and Rivolta bedding. The hacienda-style property also offers gourmet

dining, multiple tennis courts and access to the nearby championship

1B-hole golf course in Cabo Real. Zo6try has its own all-inclusive plan

called Endless Prlvileges , which goes a step above by including not just

all in-house gourmet dining and entertainment options but also special

extras such as a welcome bottle of tequila, thrice-daily maid service,

complimentary laundry service, no check-in or check-out time, unlim-

ited worldwide calls, and daily afternoon tea. ;b
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El Taj Oceanfront will open next month in Playa de Carmen, parl of

Condo Hotels Playa del Carmen. With a Bali- nspired des gn, e egant

amenties and gorgeous vews of the Caribbean Sea, El Taj is one of

severa condo-hotels makng waves in the travel andscape, Accom-

modations at Condo Hotels Playa de Carmen vary from l -bedroom

apartments to 3 bedroom penthouses; rates start at $265 per nrght.

a:**v 3:n*perti**
Next year, Hilton Worldwide wi I open its first full service H lton hotel in

Mexico City, steps away from Reforma Avenue. Now a Sheraton, the

propefty will undergo quite a few upgrades to incorporate Hilton brand

standards before opening as the Hilton Mexico City Reforma by the

end of 20l0-the sixth Hlton in Mexco-with 458 guestrooms and

suites, many with views of Alameda Centra Park and the Palacto de

Bellas Arles, as wel as a spa of more than 5,000 sq. ft,

Also comrng in 201 O s the luxurious Montage Los Cabos, ihe first

Montage Hotels & Resorts property in Baja. Then there's the recent y

launched Quivira Los Gabos, a new res dential resoit commun ty that

wi lfeature two Jack Nickaus-designed courses (scheduled to open

early next year) and The Ritz-Carlton Los Cabos, Quivira, whlch wil

come n2OlI

In Riviera Nayarit. lmanta Resorts has chosen Punta lVita as its new

address, offering guests access to the Greg Norman designed golf

course and l2O-acre nature reserve in the neighborhood, as weLl as

ots of watersporls and horseback riding. lmanta wi I feature three casas

managed as a flve-star hotel and spa, Nearby, in Litlbu, La Tranquila
s sei to open next fall as prvate resrdences-from studos to 3 room

affairs-aso operated and managed as a boutique hotel, lt wil aso

feature the service of La Tranquila Spa Club. FA
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Barcelo Los Cabos Palace Deluxe: (800) BARCEIO; barceloloscabos.com

Buenaventura Grand Hotel Spa: (888) 859 9439; hote buenaventura.com.Tlrx

Condo Hotels Playa del Carmen: condohote splayade carmen.com

Condominium Connection: (800) 423-2970; condoconnection.con'r

Dreams Riviera Cancun: (866) 2DREAMST dreamsresorts com

Fairmont Mayakoba: (BO0) 257 7544; farmont.conr

Palace Resorts/Le Blanc Spa Resort: 18OO) 635-1 836;

palaceresorls.com,/trave agef ts

Pueblo Bonito Rose Resort & Spa: (800) 990-8250i pueblobonito.corn

ZoEtry Casa del Mar Los Cabos: {BB8) 4ZOETRY: zoetryresofts.com
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